
 
 

Parent School Support Committee  
[October 18th, 2016] 

 

 

In Attendance:  
 

Heather White Gerhardt (Principal) Don MacMillan 

Krista Young Erin Millar 

Rob Miller Jason Steele  

Kathleen Oke Stacey VanWart 

 

DISCUSSIONS 

1.0 Welcome and Introductions 

New members sworn in and added to Voter’s Registry.   

 Approved minutes from last meeting May 17th, 2016 
 
 

2.0 Discussion of how we could help with the use of the outdoor 
classroom.  Heather explained and showed us the work (binder and bin of 
items) that Ms. Sarson worked very hard to organize and prepare for all 
grade levels. The school is hoping to be able to receive funds to have Ms. 
Sarson continue to work on and grow the outdoor classroom.  
 

  

3.0  
There is a new format for the School Improvement Program (SIP) and the 
report date to present has been extended until the middle of November. 
Heather will present and discuss the SIP at the next meeting. 
 

  

4.0 We had a discussion about how we can help with improving the 
communication between the school and families. 
The teachers send home weekly or monthly newsletters depending on the 
grade. They do not receive a lot of feed back. Suggested to maybe 
encourage families to make note of info that they found interesting or not 
useful for them. 
Suggestion was made to utilize the website page more and after discussion 
the website is not used enough to warrant the work that would have to be put 
into it. 



DISCUSSIONS 

Suggestion of sending all newsletters via email for many reasons. A lot of 
people use computer or cell phones and the chance of them not getting the 
paper copy is not there. There is an option of including photos if needed. 
It was suggested to have the older students involved on newsletters. 
Suggestion of starting a closed FB page. Having it closed means that 
someone does not have to monitor it 24/7 as no one can comment. It would 
be used as an information center. 
 

  

5.0 We discussed the school lockdown and Hold and Secure policies and 
procedures. The District is working with the schools to ensure that all school 
follow the same policies and procedures. 
We talked about what the procedures are and it would be a good idea to 
communicate with Birchmount familes so they are able to discuss them with 
their children. 
 

  

6.0 Long term goals were discussed as moving forward with mental health and 
media awareness working with te school and the Mind Up program that is 
being used. Discussion of asking Paul Toner to come and discuss 
Developmental assets. 
 
 

  

7.0 Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov 29th at 6pm. 
 
 

  

I trust that the above reflects an accurate account of our meeting.  In the event that further clarifications 

are required or that any items are missing, please do not hesitate to contact the writer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Krista Young 

 


